
 
 
 
 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

        

 

 January-March 2022 

News and Views  
From the Kitchen Table to the Truck or Tractor Seat 

 
We gratefully acknowledge the continued help and financial support of our Carroll County Commissioners; 

Christopher Modranski, Jeffrey Ohler, and Robert Wirkner. 
 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit 
cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 

 
Greetings, 
 
This edition contains all of the winter programming scheduled for 

Carroll County. We will be holding pesticide and fertilizer re-

certification classes as well as hosting pesticide and fertilizer 

certification testing with ODA in our office again this year. Study 

materials for pesticide and fertilizer testing can be purchased in our 

office. 

The Annual North East Ohio Women in Agriculture conference will 

be hosted this year in Carroll County on March 25, 2022. Details 

on how to register for this are located inside this newsletter.  

Dates and information for Beef Quality Assurance classes and 

Winter Beef Program Webinars can also be found inside. I hope 

that you will make plans to attend at least one program over the 

next couple months. 

Later this Spring, I plan to offer some home gardening classes. 
Please watch for this newsletter for programming. If you have 
questions about any of the events or programs mentioned in this 
newsletter, please contact me at 330-627-4310 or feel free to email 
at smith.10015@osu.edu. 
 
We would like to offer a sincere thank you to the Carroll County 
Commissioners Christopher Modranski, Jeff Ohler, and Robert 
Wirkner, for their continued support of OSU Extension in Carroll 
County.  
 
Until next time, 
 
 
Sandy Smith 
ANR Educator 
 
 

 

 

 

 

How to Contact Us: 
Carroll County Extension 

Office 
 

613 North High St,  
Carrollton, OH  44615 
Phone:  330-627-4310 

 

Website: 
carroll.osu.edu 

Sandy Smith: 
ANR Educator 

Email:  smith.10015@osu.edu 
Cell:  330-417-6322 

Brittany Weaver: 
Office Associate 

Email:  weaver.1236@osu.edu 

Katrina Nitz: 
4-H Educator 

Email: nitz.11@osu.edu 

Corinna Gromley 
SNAP-Ed Program Assistant 

Email: gromley.8@osu.edu  

 
Office Hours 

Monday thru Friday 
8:00am – 4:00pm 

 

mailto:smith.10015@osu.edu
http://www.carroll.osu.edu/
mailto:smith.10015@osu.edu
mailto:weaver.1236@osu.edu
mailto:nitz.11@osu.edu
mailto:gromley.8@osu.edu


 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

         

             
  

         

 

 

 
 

 
 

Pesticide Applicator 

Test Dates 

February 16th at 9:00am  
April 28th at 9:00am 
August 9th at 9:00am 
October 5th at 9:00am 
December 8th at 9:00am 
Do you need your Pesticide Applicator 
License?  The Carroll County Office 
will be hosting the test offered by the 
ODA 1 more time before the end of the 
year.  
The following link will take you directly 

to the registration page for the test: 

https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda

/divisions/plant-health/pesticides/exam-

registration  

 If you would like additional 
information, or assistance signing up 
on line for the test, please feel free to 
call the office.   
Study guides are also available for 
purchase at the office 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beef Quality Assurance Certification 

In today’s market, it is important to take advantage of any and all 

opportunities that make our cattle more desirable to the buyer sitting in the 

stands. As of now, Wendy’s restaurant, Tyson Foods and multiple auctions have 

announced that they will soon require producers to be certified in BQA in order 

to market their cattle or serve their product. To learn more and become 

certified, join us on February 15th at 6:30pm or March 29th at 7pm at the 

Extension Office. Cost will be $5.00 per participant. Please call to register at 330-

627-4310. Space is limited to 20 people per class. 

 
34th Annual Ohio Beef Expo 

 
Ohio Beef Expo will be March 17-20, 2022 at the Ohio Expo Center in 
Columbus. The Expo has long been the premier event for the Ohio beef 
industry and this year will continue that tradition with many new and 
exciting opportunities.  There will be over 140 exhibitors at the Trade 
Show along with the Sales and Junior Show.  For more information go to:  
www.ohiobeefexpo.com 

QUALITY ASSURANCE 

Per the Ohio Department of Agriculture – ALL 

Quality Assurance MUST be completed 45 days 

prior to the first day of your COUNTY fair.  This 

means the last day Carroll County youth can take 

a quality assurance class/test is June 3rd, 2022 

1. The Quality Assurance Program will have 
new and updated information again this 
year.   

a. All the dates for Carroll County 
Quality Assurance are listed on 
the calendar! 

b.  We will be requiring that 
reservations be made for the 
class you wish to attend. 

c. ENCOURAGE your members who 
have been involved for a couple 
years to watch for and participate 
in the TEST OUT OPTIONS. 
Passing the test can provide them 
with the opportunity of not 
having to attend a class for 3 
years! 

d. Test- out Opportunities are 
February 21st, April 4th and April 
14th and April 18th. All testing 
times are held at the Extension 
office.  

e. Quality Assurance Classes are 
April 13th, April 28th, May 10th, 
and June 2nd. Location of these 
classes are at the Ashton 
Complex. (New Show Arena) 

f. Still Project Quality Assurance 
will be 1 hour prior to the times 
listed above. (In person only. Will 
come up with a plan if cannot be 
attended in person) 

 

Fair Board Fundraiser – Gun Bash  
The Carroll County Fair Board is holding a Gun Bash on 

Saturday, March 5th from 2 to 8pm in the Rosebud building. 

Tickets are $20 each, and that gets you food and drinks all 

day long, as well as a chance to win any of the prizes listed 

on the ticket. Tickets can be purchased from any fairboard 

member, or tickets are also available online at 

www.carrollcountyfairohio.com. 

https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/plant-health/pesticides/exam-registration
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/plant-health/pesticides/exam-registration
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/plant-health/pesticides/exam-registration


 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

  

Agricultural Fertilizer 
Applicator Recertification 

 
The 1 hour Fertilizer Applicator 
Recertification Class. It will be held at 
the Carroll County Extension office and 
there is a $10 fee to attend.  You do 
need to pre-register so handouts can be 
prepared.  Registration will be accepted 
up to the day of the program.  
Tuesday, February 8th from 6:30 pm 
to 7:30 pm 
Tuesday, March 1st from 6:30 pm to 
7:30 pm   
 

Pesticide/Fertilizer 
Recertification 

 
If you have your Pesticide/Fertilizer 
Applicator’s license, but are unable to  
attend the Pesticide and Fertilizer Day, 
there will be a course offered on: 
Tuesday, March 15th 5:30 pm to 9:30 
pm. The cost is $35 for this class. 
This class will be held at the Carroll 
County Extension Office.   
Please register by calling the office at 
330.627.4310.  
 

2022 Pesticide and Fertilizer Recertification Day 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 
8:30am - 9:00am  
Registration 
 
9:00am – 12:00pm 
Pesticide Applicator 
Recertification 
 
12:00pm – 1:00pm 
Lunch 
 
1:00pm – 3:00pm 
Fertilizer Recertification 

 

 

Thursday 

February 17, 
2022 

9:00 am to 3:30 pm 

LOCATION: 
Ohio FFA Camp 

Muskingum 
3266 Dyewood Road, 

SW 
Carrollton, OH  44615 

 

PRE-REGISTRATION IS 
REQUIRED. Cost for the day is 
$35 per person and lunch is 
included. Registration deadline is 
February 7th.  You may call to 
pre-register at 330-627-4310 and 
pay at the door.  
Make checks payable to OSU 
Extension. Please note that credit 
cards cannot be accepted.  

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

  

Evaluate, Adapt, Improve, Repeat 
– Garth Ruff, Beef Cattle Field Specialist, OSU Extension 

As I reflect over what we have worked through in the beef industry over the last 15 months, some of 
which being unprecedented times, I am fairly optimistic heading into the New Year. As we move into 
2022 and hopefully past the worst of the COVID pandemic, there are opportunities to refine 
management practices that can have an impact on the bottom line going forward. 

Those is no doubt that the pandemic, supply chain issues, and workforce shortages had major impacts 
on cattle prices the first half of 2021. However, what we have seen since late June is that fed cattle 
prices have been at or higher than the five-year average. A week or so ago, Dr. Kenny Burdine of the 
University of Kentucky, highlighted the following in his weekly cattle market notes, “Yet in 2021, fed 
cattle prices have trended upward since spring and did not put in a fall bottom at all. The last few 
weeks have been especially encouraging as prices have risen by more than $6 per cwt since the first 
week of October.” 

Having wrapped up the OCA Replacement Female Sale, demand for replacement females remains 
strong, partly influenced by sustained strong cull cow prices and optimism in feeder calf prices looking 
ahead to the next marketing year.If demand for beef and feeder cattle remain strong into the coming 
year, there is cause for some optimism in the industry in 2022. Of course, there remains continued 
concern regarding input costs over the next year. 

To offset higher inputs costs producers will have to look at ways to either improve efficiency, increase 
revenue, or reduce input costs. Reducing costs in the areas of herd health and fertility can be even 
more costly. As producers look at ways at improving efficiency and maximizing potential of production 
systems, members of the OSU Extension Beef Team have started a research project that maybe allow 
for assisting in making herd management at the individual farm level.About a year ago, I mentioned 
this idea of an on-farm assessment of management practices of Ohio Cow-Calf producers. After several 
iterations, the first phase of that assessment is online, as we look to better understand and serve 
clientele across the state.By better understanding practices implemented by Ohio producers, we as in 
the OSU Extension Beef Team will be able to tailor programming more specifically to meet your needs. 
Furthermore, this survey might indicate potential for areas of research that we have yet to identify 
through current processes. 

This type of project is nothing new, just new to Ohio. Our colleagues and counterparts in other states 
have been doing similar work over the years. Our goal is to take the knowledge gained regarding your 
production practices and be able to create better programming and recommendations that have a 
positive impact on farm efficiency and profitability. The survey can be found 
at go.osu.edu/ohiocattlesurvey. In the survey you will also see an opportunity for a follow up 
discussion with your county Extension agent or myself, where we will take a deeper dive into specific 
on farm practices in the areas of reproduction, heard health, facilities, forage management, and 
marketing. 
Going into the New Year, I look forward to getting back to “normal” programming and working with 
cattlemen across the state. Registration for our winter statewide beef cattle programs will be available 
soon.  

 

mailto:ruff.72@osu.edu
https://go.osu.edu/ohiocattlesurvey


 
 
 
 

             
             
             
             
             
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lambing and Kidding Emergencies 
Haley Zynda, OSU Extension Educator ANR, Wayne County 

Dystocia, weak lambs and kids, hypothermia (if you have the pleasure of lambing in January and February 
like we do in the Midwest), and agalactia all classify as lambing and kidding emergencies in my book and 
probably yours, too. With lambing season perhaps already started for some and right around the corner for 
others, it’s time to prepare for the “lamb-pede” soon to hit your barns. 

Dystocia is the issue producers are most likely concerned about. If unattended, dystocia can result in dead 
lambs, and in the worst cases, dead ewes. Dystocia can present in a variety of ways, especially if the mother 
is carrying twins like we so hope she does! My counterpart in Delaware County, Jacci Smith, has a great 
video of demonstrations on how to handle different dystocia presentations, and can be found on YouTube 
titled “Lambing and Kidding Simulators” on the OSU Extension Delaware County page. Jacci created a 
simulator using a plastic tote that mimics the ewe/doe and a lamb with bones and vertebrae sewn in to get 
the real feel of the birthing process. 
The first example she walks through is ringwomb, a condition where the cervix has not fully dilated but the 
water bag has broken, and the mucus plug has been expelled. She recommended to glove up and begin to 
manually massage the cervix to stretch it for the lamb to pass through. She says that using a breeding sleeve 
and lube is important to prevent uterine infection and to keep the ewe/doe comfortable. 

Another lambing issue Jacci brings up is malpresentation. Lambs may present normally, in the “diving” 
position that easily allows them to pass through the birth canal, but occasionally are in the incorrect 
birthing position. They may be breach or full breach, upside down, the head coming without front legs, the 
front legs coming without the head, and when twins are involved, a tangle of limbs.The first thing to check 
for, she says, is to make sure the legs you see are connected with the head you see, otherwise two lambs 
may be trying to come at once through a very small space. If two lambs or kids are coming at the same time, 
one must be pushed back into the uterus so the first lamb/kid can be rearranged with the correct parts 
presented as normally as possible to ease the birthing process. Then, you may need to go back in and 
rearrange the second lamb or kid to ensure it will come as normally as possible, too. 

Breach babies are not impossible to deliver but do require a bit of finesse. Some may have the back feet 
leading, whereas a full breach baby will come rump and tail first. If the lamb or kid is full breach and 
pushing it back in to bring the back legs first is an option, do so. The pelvic opening is only so big in 
diameter. Once the back legs are out, swiftly pull the lamb/kid out and towards the ewe or doe’s hocks to 
protect the baby’s spine. Quick is key because the umbilical cord will snap, but the baby’s head will still be 
in the birth canal as it tries to take its first breath. 

If you need to pull lambs, chains are too harsh for the fragile limbs and baling twine may cut into the skin. 
The University of Kentucky Extension mentioned that using a lanyard, like something you may have 
received at a conference or use for your keys, works like a charm because of its width. It won’t cut into the 
skin, and its long enough to keep tabs on a leg you may have to push back in to rearrange the lamb or kid. 
As mentioned earlier, dystocia can lead to weak or dead lambs/kids if not caught early in the parturition 
process. Keeping an eye on the flock and herd can help you identify ewes that may need some extra help. 
Morning and night checks are great, but if you have a job off the farm like so many of us do, barn 
cameras can be our eyes when we’re not there. We have 3 cameras in our barn connected to wi-fi, which 
allows us to keep tabs on the girls when we’re at the office, or even when we’re working on another part of 
the farm. They are worth the investment. 
Lambing and kidding season will be here before you know it and ensuring both dams and babies are healthy 
will only mean more cushion in your pockets when it comes time for market. 

 

mailto:zynda.7@osu.edu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qsEZB4kOg34&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wqIEAW-7U74&t=143s
https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2019/12/03/barn-cameras-a-shepherds-saving-grace/
https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2019/12/03/barn-cameras-a-shepherds-saving-grace/


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do You Get the Winter Blues? 
Bridget Britton Behavioral Health Field Specialist  

Those that work in the agriculture industry know that it doesn’t matter the time of year, it is always busy. The Winter season is 

no different it just has its own unique demands. However, there may be other things going on in our bodies right now. During 

this time of year, many people often begin expressing a feeling of sadness or mild depression. Did you know that feeling sad 

during this time of year is very typical, and many people suffer from Seasonal Affective Disorder? 

What is Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD)? 

• A type of depression that typically lasts 4-5 months a year during the winter months 

• There are many different types of potential signs just to list a few: 

o Feeling sad, lonely, depressed for more than 2 weeks  

o Tired, sluggish, upset  

o Loss of appetite, having low energy, or thoughts of suicide. 

Many people are often ashamed or worried to share with others when they are feeling sad or lonely. But there is nothing to be 

ashamed about, just like we take care of our equipment, friends, and family. We need to care for ourselves.   

• 1 in 5 adults will suffer from a diagnosable mental illness this year 
• Approximately 50% of Americans will experience a mental health challenge 

What causes SAD? Many researchers believe it has to do with an imbalance of certain chemicals in the brain including 

serotonin and melatonin.  

• A decrease in the sunshine, the shorter days mixed with cloudy skies make for less. 

• Vitamin D deficiency 

• Our body’s struggle to adjust to the shorter daylight hours and stay in a routine.  

• It is easier for us to feel more tired during the longer, colder night hours. 

How to work through SAD? 

• Keeping up with a routine 

• Talking with a physician 

• Light therapy 

• Medication to treat depressive symptoms 

• Vitamin D supplement 

• Finding a self-help or support strategy that works for you! 

If there is ever a concern of feeling depressed know it is okay to seek out support from a doctor, friend, pastor, or family 

member. There is also the Suicide Prevention LifeLine if ever needed call 1-800-273-8255 

 
Soil Health Webinars Return for 2022 

This winter the Agronomic Crops Team will offer a monthly webinar series focused on soil health. Farmers, 
industry, and academic experts will weigh in on practical steps to improve soil health and measure impact on 
crop yield and farm profitability. Programs include: 

 January 6th, 8:00-9:00am – What’s Your Soil Health Resolution? (Farmer Panel) 

 February 3rd, 8:00-9:00am – What does the Research Tell Us about Cover Crops & Soil Health? 

 March 3rd, 8:00-9:00am – What’s the Future of Soil Health? 

There is no cost to attend these programs, but registration is required. Register 
at www.go.osu.edu/soilhealth2022. 1 hour CCA CEU in Nutrient Management will be offered at each session. 
CCA CEUs are only available to participants attending live sessions (we cannot give CCA credit for watching 
the recordings). All programs will be recorded, and recordings will be available to view on our YouTube 
channel. Last year’s Soil Health Webinar sessions can be viewed online at 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYlh_BdeqniJPI5Ga7icO7mbFzDdpK7fr 

https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/publications/seasonal-affective-disorder#part_6692
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/
https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/
https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/publications/seasonal-affective-disorder#part_6692
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/serotonin-syndrome/symptoms-causes/syc-20354758
https://www.mayoclinic.org/drugs-supplements-melatonin/art-20363071


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dealing with fertilizer costs and shortages: “No Silver Bullets” 
– Victor Shelton, Retired NRCS State Agronomist/Grazing Specialist 

It might not seem like it much yet, but every day we are starting to get a bit more daylight.  I like heading this 
direction again, but we are still a long way from spring.  I like to use cold January days to catch up on reading and 
planning for the upcoming season.One of the bigger challenges for this season is going to be fertilizer costs.  If you 
have “stockpiled” some soil fertility in your pastures and hay fields, then you certainly look pretty smart right 
now.Banking some fertility is easier to do on pastures than it is on hay fields.  The majority of nutrients on pastures 
are returned to the soil for new plant growth with good grazing management.  If hay is removed from a site, those 
nutrients in the forage leave the field – mechanical harvest of forages does deplete nutrients over time if not 
replaced.Dr. Chris Teutsch of UK Research and Education Center recently released a short YouTube video with John 
Grove – “Ten Tips to Help Livestock Producers Weather High Fertilizer Prices.”  Chris had ten really good points on 
the topic.  I’ll provide a quick synopsis of those bullets and a few of my own thoughts.  Ironically, I had already been 
thinking about concerns with increased fertilizer prices before There are no silver bullets: There are a lot of 
products out there now that promise a lot of things, and some allude to no fertilizer required.  It is certainly 
possible to improve soil health with the microbic life of the soil to where some unobtainable nutrients are made 
more available, but it doesn’t happen overnight, and it isn’t a given.  Good management of the forages is always 
key.  Maintain good live cover, adequate rest between grazing events, and appropriate stop grazing heights. 
 

1. Soil sample pasture and hay fields:  Though some may argue that soil tests are not that beneficial, I 
disagree.  A soil test provides a baseline to work from.  If you don’t know where you are presently, 
then it is harder to figure out what direction you need to go! 

2. Add lime first: The first priority item to address from your soil test is the pH.  The pH indicates how 
sweet or sour the soil is.  Most grasses prefer to be in the range of 6.0 to 6.4.  A few legumes, like 
alfalfa for example, prefer a sweeter soil between 6.5 to 7.0.  Lime is usually the best money first 
spent because if the pH is off too much, critical macro nutrients like phosphorus won’t be as 
available.  If the pH is below 5.8, I’d recommend correcting the pH first and retesting after at least six 
months to assess everything else. 

3. Don’t apply P & K if in medium soil test range:  At moderate levels, you can maintain sufficient levels 
for a long time if only grazing.  If you are taking hay off, especially multiple harvests during the 
growing season, then levels will reflect that and decline accordingly.   

4. Rotate stocking:  The more livestock are rotated, or more precisely managed in such a way to get 
even distribution of manure and urine across the entire pasture, the better the redistribution of 
nutrients back into the soil and plants from where they came.  Livestock that are allowed to roam 
bigger areas are much more likely to move nutrients from one part of the field to another.  This is 
particularly true if water and mineral are a long walking distance.  When this is the case, animals 
will tend to graze those distant locations for shorter periods and will then tend to ruminate and 
return nutrients closer to the water source, thus moving nutrients and creating low and hot spots in 
the process. 

5. Capitalize on nutrients in hay:  There are a lot of nutrients in a bale of hay, especially good quality 
hay.  If we can feed some of this hay where nutrients are needed, then we can save on replacement 
nutrients.  Feeding it where it is needed also reduces the amount of manure that needs to be hauled, 
saving time and fuel.  Manure can be a very good source of nutrients for both pastures and hay 
fields.  If using manure from confinement buildings or lagoons, treat it like you are putting on 
commercial fertilizer, get the manure tested and apply according to soil tests and yield goals.  If you 
are buying hay, then you are not only buying feed for the livestock, but you are also buying nutrients 
for the farm that should be taken advantage of. 

6. Add legumes:  The addition of legumes to both pastures and hay fields has several economic 
benefits.  They add additional digestible protein and nutrients, and when mixed with grasses, 
provide valuable nitrogen to the system that boosts both yield and overall quality.  The addition of 
legumes is usually the second-best dollar spent after lime.  Legumes fix nitrogen in root 
nodules.  Rhizobia bacteria in the soil enter the root.  The correct rhizobium bacteria must be 
present for the species, thus the reason for making sure that you inoculate seed prior to planting 
legumes.  Most legumes are fairly pH sensitive, therefore, the pH needs to be corrected prior to 
planting for best results. 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 

7. Frost seed clover:  Frost seeding is one of the least expensive ways to enhance the stand of 
legumes in your pastures.  It is basically the process of broadcasting the legume seed onto the 
soil’s surface during the winter dormant months.  I usually say the ideal time is somewhere 
between Christmas and Valentine’s Day.  When I really have my choosing, I’ll wait until there 
is a light snow on the ground and then do the sowing.  The snow serves two good 
purposes.  One, it helps “catch” the seed and transport it to the ground and two, it serves as a 
great marker for the tractor or ATV. 

8. Manage Nitrogen applications:  When nitrogen fertilizer prices are high, we need to be as 
efficient as possible with applications.  Early applications of nitrogen can boost the yield of 
the first cutting of hay, but with long wet springs, it can also throw fuel on the fire and create 
stands of forages that are not only hard to dry if you are wanting dry hay, but also may be too 
competitive with legumes we want to maintain.  Nitrogen applications are sometimes better 
utilized for secondary cuttings to boost yield and quality and or for stockpiled forage for fall 
and winter grazing.  Apply any nitrogen when it can be utilized the most efficiently.  If you 
have high amounts of legumes in the sward, then you may not need much or any additional 
nitrogen depending on your goals. 

9. Monitor Hayfields Closely:  Like mentioned already, hay removes a lot of nutrients that will 
have to be replaced eventually to maintain future yields.  When nutrients fall into the low 
category, forage yield and quality both suffer and there can also be a shift in the sward to 
plants that are more adaptable to low levels of some nutrients.  Broomsedge, yellow bluestem, 
is a good example of a low nutrient soil increaser.  Fields used only for hay should be treated 
like a regular crop field and fertilized as needed to maintain at least a moderate fertility level. 

 
May the rains sweep gently across your fields, may the sun warm the land, may every good seed you have 
planted grow abundantly and by late summer find you standing in fields of plenty 

Remember, it’s not about maximizing a grazing event, but maximizing a grazing season!  Keep on grazing! 

 
OSU Extension to Host “Planning for the Future of Your Farm” Webinar Series 

By: David Marrison, OSU Extension Educator 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/ohioagmanager/2021/12/22/osu-extension-to-host-planning-for-the-future-your-farmworkshop- 
2/ 
OSU Extension will host a virtual four part “Planning for the Future of Your Farm” workshop on January 31 
and February 7, 21 & 28, 2022 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. via Zoom. This workshop will challenge farm families to 
actively plan for the future of the farm business. This workshop is designed to help farm families learn 
strategies and tools to successfully create a succession and estate plan that helps you transfer your farm’s 
ownership, management, and assets to the next generation. Learn how to have the crucial conversations 
about the future of your farm. 
Topics discussed during this series include: Developing Goals for Estate and Succession; Planning for the 
Transition of Control; Planning for the Unexpected; Communication and Conflict Management during Farm 
Transfer; Legal Tools & Strategies; Developing Your Team; Getting Your Affairs in Order; and Selecting an 
Attorney. This workshop will be taught by members of the OSU Farm Office Team featuring Attorneys Peggy 
Hall & Robert Moore and David Marrison, Extension Educator for Coshocton County. 
Because of its virtual nature, you can invite your parents, children, and/or grandchildren (regardless of where 
they live in Ohio or across the United States) to join you as you develop a plan for the future of your family 
farm. 

 
Pre-registration is required so that a packet of program materials can be mailed in advance to participating 
families. Electronic copies of the course materials will also be available to all participants. The registration fee 
is $75 per farm family. The registration deadline is January 25, 2022. More information and on-line registration 
can be obtained at go.osu.edu/farmsuccession For more information about this webinar contact David 
Marrison at the Coshocton County Extension office at 740-622-2265 or by email at marrison.2@osu.edu. 
In addition to this webinar series, an in-person version of this workshop will be held in regional locations 
workshops in 2022. The workshops will be held in Greene County on February 10 (9-4 p.m.), Wayne County 
on February 25 (9-4 p.m.) and Wood County on March 4 (9-4 p.m.). Specific details about these in-person 
workshops can be found at: go.osu.edu/farmsuccession 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


