January / February 2026

Carroll County 4-H

News and Notes

We sustain life.

S Agroup of Teen Leaders went to Urban
© Mission to volunteer for the day. This
; Y \ community service coincides with their

LN roup project for the year - Pantry Panic!
'2—7%_‘ group proj V! y

Welcome into 2026!111!

This News and Notes is a LOOONNNGGGG one so please be sure to read it through
carefully, as 2026 kicks off we have a lot happening. There are some changes to
project judging, Ohio 4-H week has moved, and we are starting with some pretty
exciting events.

| know some of you may have taken a small rest after fair, but we should be back into
the 4-H swing. The end of the year is pretty quiet, and then January hits and we start
running.

Enclosed you will find the 2026 4-H Calendar, the 2026 Jr Fair Calendar, and a lot more
information.

| look forward to seeing you all as we jump into 2026!!

~Katrina
Ty conronpace2»»



4-H Week

Ohio 4-H week will be
Sunday March 15-
Saturday March 21, 2026

Any clubs that are
wanting to participate in
window decorating
should have their
windows up no later than
Monday March 16 by
9am. Please call the office
or email Katrina to let us
know where you will have
a window no later than
Friday March 13, 2026.
Please find the window
rubric attached to this
newsletter.

Iron Chef Competition
and 4-H Kick Off Night

Saturday Feb. 21, 2026 @
Ashton Event Center

Iron Chef Competition: 1-3pm
Secret Ingredient: BACON
Teams of 2-5 members
Teams do NOT need to be from the same club.
Members must be active 4-H Members in Carroll
County, no Cloverbuds. Please see the attached
flyer and rules. Teams must be signed up no later
Monday February 9.

4-H Kick Off Night
5-7PM
All clubs are encouraged to have a table and
provide some sort of activity that promotes 4-H.
This could include an activity from a project book.
This is an advertising event to get more kids
involved in 4-H. All clubs wishing to have a table
please call the Extension office by Monday Feb. 9.

Clover Crew

Clover Crew is another way for Cloverbuds and Cloverbud aged youth (5-8) to be involved in
the County 4-H program. Youth do not need to be an active Cloverbud to join us, just within
the Cloverbud ages. If youth attend 6 or more Clover Crew meetings a year, and fill out a
membership enrollment, they will be considered an active Cloverbud for that year. Join us for
story time, snack and fun, handson activities!!

We have 2 options for Clover Crew:

Carrollton Library 4:30-5:30 pm

1/22
2/18
3/31
4/21
5/13

Minerva Library 5:30-6:30 pm
1/29
2/19
3/5
4/30
5/21



Project Requirement Updates

Starting in 2026 there will be new requirements regarding 4-H
projects and eligibility to exhibit and sell at the Carroll County
Fair. Here is what things are going to look like:

* Members must score a minimum of 50 out of 100 on their
judging score sheet in order to be eligible to exhibit and sell
at the Carroll County Fair. Any member scoring less than 50
will be notified by the Extension Office no later than
Wednesday July 8,2026. Any grievances must be filed no
later than Sunday July 12, 2026 at 11:59 PM via email to the
Carroll County 4-H Educator. Late grievances will not be
accepted.

* All project books will be kept at judging and returned to the
club advisor during booth set up.

 This applies to all projects - livestock and still.

* If the 4-H member has an IEP in school that would affect the
way they complete their project, please fill out a "4-H
Winning Plan" (attached to the newsletter) and return to
the Extension Office no later than May 1. The 4-H Educator
will set up a meeting with a parent and 4-Her to discuss
appropriate accommodations. *Note: If you have filled out a
4-H winning plan in the past, please fill out another plan for
2026. After this, unless the IEP changes, you will not need to
fillout another form.

Please understand that these changes are not meant
to make things harder for the kids. We are a 4-H
Youth Development Program and we are raising the
leaders of tomorrow. We expect these kids to put
effort into their projects and strive to do their best.
This is a practice that is being implemented in other
counties around the state as well.

Make-Up Judging

Those wishing to participate in
make-up judging must first fill out a
form and be approved. Over the past
few years make-up judging has been
abused and we can no longer take
the quantity of projects at make-up
judging. Here are the following steps:

1. You must fill out a Make-Up
Judging Request Form (due June
1, 2026 at the Extension Office)

2. Committee will meet to approve
make up judging

3. You will be notified if you have
been granted make-up judging or
if you need to attend regular
judging in order to complete your
project and be eligible to exhibit
and sell at the fair.

We understand our members have
other obligations, and we try our best
to accommodate where we can.
However, make-up judging has
gotten out of control and
unmanageable. We still would like to
offer a make-up option, which is why
we are putting this practice into
effect. We do not have to offer a
make-up option, as there are
programs across the state who do not
offer the make-up option, itis
considered an incomplete project.

If there is a chance the 4-H member
will have a sports tournament or
something that you will not know for
sure until after June 1, fill out the
form. You will be expected to call and
cancel the make-up if you can make
regular judging. You can not request
make-up for things like this after June
1.

The committee will look at last
minute situations on a case by case
basis. We understand that some
emergencies such as last minute
sickness can not be helped.



Wheeling Nailers Hockey 4-H Night

Friday Feb. 13,2026
Puck Drops at 7:10pm

Tickets: $25.14 each

Bring your family and friends and join us for 4-H Family Night with the Wheeling
Nailers! If you want to go and would like to ensure seating with the rest of Carroll
County 4-H families that are attending please turn in your order to Katrina with
the Money no later than Monday January 26. (Please make checks payable to
Carroll County 4-H Committee) We will order all the tickets together to get seats
close together. If you would like to go and do not care to sit with the rest of Carroll
County, you may scan the QR code on the flyer attached and get your tickets on

your own.

{@ THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY %
R EXTENSION

4-H Youth Development

OSU Extension - Carroll County
540 High St. NW

Carrollton, OH 44615



O O
D O RENVATED o
4-H
MBEEEE . oGANFORTICKETS
S T

WHEN

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13TH, 2026
(PUCK DROFS AT 7-10 PM)

COME OUT AND CHEER FOR THE WHEELING NAILERS AS THEY
TAKE ON THE READING ROYALS AT 7:10 PM!

BRING YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY FOR A FANTASTIC AND FUN FRIDAY NIGHT!

SCAN THIS QR CODE TO BE REDIRECTED TO AN EXCLUSIVE LINK WHERE YOU
CAN SNAG OUR SPECIAL DISCOUNTED GROUP RATE FOR TICKETS!

PLEASE CONTACT TYLER SMITH FOR ANY ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

TSMITH@WHEELINGNAILERS.COM
<:> 0: 304.905.6337 M- 412.841.0399 (:)



2026 Carroll County 4-H Calendar

January

February

Office Closed

Teen Leaders 4:30-6pm @ Extension Office

4-H Committee 6:30-7:30pm @ Extension Office
Camp Counselor Interviews @ Extension Office
Camp Counselor Interviews @ Extension Office
Volunteer Training 9-11am @ Extension Office

Camp Counselor Try-Outs 1-5pm @ Extension Office
Square Dance 7-10pm @ Ashton Event Center
Camp Counselor Interviews @ Extension Office
Volunteer Training 10am-12pm & 6-8pm @ Extension Office
Office Closed

Camp Counselor Training 6-8pm @ Extension Office
Clover Crew 4:30-5:30pm @ Carrollton Library
Camp Counselor Training 6-8pm @ Extension Office
Volunteer Training 6-8pm @ Extension Office

Clover Crew 5:30-6:30pm @ Minerva Library

Teen Leaders 4:30-6pm @ Extension Office

4-H Committee 6:30-7:30pm @ Extension Office

All Committee Delegates Due (See email from Carroll Co Jr Fair)
Camp Counselor Training 6-8pm @ Extension Office

Office Closed

Camp Counselor Training 6-8pm Extension Office

Clover Crew 4:30-5:30pm @ Carrollton Library

Clover Crew 5:30-6:30pm @ Minerva Library

Iron Chef

Kick Off Night



2026 Carroll County 4-H Calendar

23 Camp Counselor Training 6-8pm @ Extension Office
26 Quality Assurance (Still 6pm — Livestock 7pm) @ Ashton Event Center
March
2 Teen Leaders 4:30-6pm @ Extension Office
2 4-H Committee 6:30-7:30pm @ Extension Office
5 Clover Crew 5:30-6:30 @ Minerva Library
9 Camp Counselor Training 6-8pm @ Extension Office
16 Camp Counselor Training 6-8pm @ Extension Office
21 Ohio 4-H Conference in Columbus
23 Camp Counselor Training 6-8pm @ Extension Office
24 Quality Assurance (Still @6pm — Livestock @ 7pm) @ Ashton Event Center
28 Square Dance 7-10 @ Ashton Event Center
30 Camp Counselor Training 6-8pm @ Extension Office
31 Clover Crew 4:30-5:30 @ Carrollton Library
April
6 Teen Leaders 4:30-6pm @ Extension Office
6 4-H Committee 6:30-7:30pm @ Extension Office
9 Quality Assurance (Still @ 6pm — Livestock @ 7pm) @ Ashton Event Center
13 Camp Counselor Training 6-8pm @ Extension Office
20 Camp Counselor Training 6-8pm @ Extension Office
27 Camp Counselor Training 6-8pm @ Extension Office
28 Quality Assurance (Still @6pm — Livestock 7pm) @ Ashton Even Center
21 Clover Crew 4:30-5:30 @ Carrollton Library
30 Clover Crew 5:30-6:30pm @ Minerva Library
May
4 Teen Leaders 4:30-6pm @ Extension Office
4 4-H Committee 6:30-7:30pm @ Extension Office

11 Camp Counselor Training 6-8pm @ Extension Office



2026 Carroll County 4-H Calendar

13
18
21
25

June

7-10
15
16
19
20
20
27
30
July

3
6
6

Clover Crew 4:30-5:30pm @ Carrollton Library
Camp Counselor Training 6-8pm @ Extension Office
Clover Crew 4:30-5:30 @ Minerva Library

Office Closed

Royalty, Outstanding Court, Scholarship Applications and Make Up Judging
Forms Due

Teen Leaders 4:30-6pm @ Extension Office

4-H Committee 6:30-7:30pm @ Extension Office
Camp Counselor Training 9-4pm @ Extension Office
Carroll County 4-H Junior Camp

Royalty, Outstanding Court and Scholarship Interviews @ Extension Office
Make Up Judging ( Must turn in form by June 1)
Office Closed

Still Project Judging 8am-12pm Location TBD

Still Project Awards 6pm Location TBD

Livestock Skill-A-Thon 8am — 12pm Location TBD
Make up Judging (Must turn in form by June 1)

Office Closed
Teen Leaders 4:30-6pm @ Extension Office
4-H Committee 6:30-7:30pm @ Extension Office

21-26 Carroll County Fair

August
3
3
September
7
14

Teen Leaders 4:30-6pm @ Extension Office
4-H Committee 6:30-7:30pm @ Extension Office

Office Closed

Teen Leaders 4:30-6pm @ extension office



2026 Carroll County 4-H Calendar

14 4-H Committee 6:30-7:30pm @ Extension Office

October
5 Teen Leaders 4:30-6pm @ Extension Office
5 4-H Committee 6:30-7:30pm @ Extension Office
9-11  Algonquin Mill Parking
November
1 Teen Leaders 4:30-6pm @ Extension Office
3 4-H committee 6:30-7:30pm @ Extension Office
Vs Carroll County 4-H “Christmas Cards for Homebound” 4-7pm @ Extension
Office
26 Office Closed
27 Office Closed
December
7 Teen Leaders 4:30-6pm @ Extension Office
7 4-H Committee 6:30-7:30pm @ Extension Office

24 Office Closed
25 Office Closed



2026 CARROLL CO. JR. FAIR SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

lanuary 22 —Horse Committee Meeting — Sr. Fair Board Office — 6:30 PM
February 9 — Ir. Fair Sub-Committees appointments due (5till Project, Small & Large Animal, and Horse)

February 13 — Market turkey orders due

February 18 — Ir. Fair Specialty Committee Meetings - Still Project (6:30 PM in Sr. Fair Board Office), Small
Animal (6:30 PM), & Large Animal (7:30 PM) — The Ashton Event Center

February 19 — Horse Committee Meeting — 5r. Fair Board Office —6:30 PM
February 28 — Ir. Fair Board applications dus

March 18 — Sale Committee Meeting — Sr. Fair Board Office — 7 PM

March 19 — Horse Committee Meeting — Sr. Fair Board Office — 6:30 PM

March 28 — Dairy beef feeder tag-in — Steer Barn — 9-11 AM (**ALL STEERS MUST BE PROPERLY CASTRATED
AND DEHORNED PRIOR TO TAG-IN**) Born & Raised Form due.

March TBA — Market turkey pick up — Fairgrounds (Sr. Fair Office) — 5:30-6:30 PM
April 17 — Market chicken & duck orders due

April 22 — Sale Committee Meeting — 5r. Fair Board Office — 7 PM

April 23 — Horse Committee Meeting — 5r. Fair Board Office — 6:30 PM

April 27 - May 2 — Ir. Fair FIC market hog, lamb, & goat tag-in @ farm (520/stop) — RSVP by April 24™ online

(preferred) at www.carrollcountyfairohio.com/hometag or to 330-627-2300 ext. 205 (Please leave name,

number, number of head, and address of animal lecation). Born & Raised Forms due.

May 9 — Market hog, market lamb, and market goat tag-in — Fairgrounds —2-11 AM (**ALL MARKET LAMBS,
GOATS, & HOGS MUST BE PROPERLY CASTRATED PRIOR TO TAG-IN. ADDITIONALLY, MARKET LAMBS &
GOATS MUST HAVE A SCRAPIE TAG (MALE AND FEMALE) PRIOR TO TAG-IN**) Born & Raised Forms due.

May 9 — Poultry pullorum testing & rabbit tattooing — Fairgrounds — 2-11 AR
May TBA — Market duck pickup — Fairgrounds — 5-6 PM

May 20 — Sale Committee Meeting — 5r. Fair Board Office — 7 PM

May 21 — Horse Committee Meeting — 5r. Fair Board Office —6:30 PM

June TBA — Market chicken pickup — Fairgrounds — 6-8 PM

June 13 — IR. FAIR ENTRIES DUE

lune 17 — Ir. Fair Specialty Committee Meetings - Small & Large Animal (both together at 6:30 PM in Ashton
Event Center), 5till Project (6:30 PM in 5r. Fair Board Office) — Fairgrounds

June 17 — Sale Committee Meeting — Sr. Fair Board Office — 7:30 PM

Poge 1 of 2



June 18 — Horse Committee Meeting — Sr. Fair Board Office — 6:30 PM
June 27 — Qutstanding Market Exhibitor Judging

luly 11 — Late Entry Deadline

July TBA — Carcass steer drop off — Don’s Custom Meats — 5-7 PM e EICh L AL e 2T

July TBA — Carcass hog, lamb, and goat drop off — Don’s Custom Meats —5-7 PM determined based off
of carcass entries.

July 14 — Hog/sheep pen setup — Rosebud Mining Complex — 6:00 PM

July 15 — Carcass evaluation — Don's Custom Meats — 6:00 PM

July 18 — MARKET LIWESTOCK AND STILL PROJECT SALE ITEM PICTURES MUST BE UPLOADED
July 20-26 — 176™ Carroll County Fair

July 30 — Poultry Pickup — Ashton Event Center — Time TBA

August 19 — Sale Committee Meeting — Sr. Fair Board Office — 7 PM

September 16 — Ir. Fair Specialty Committee Meetings - 5till Project (6:30 PM in Sr. Fair Board Office), Small
Animal (6:30 PM), & Large Animal (7:30 PM) — The Ashton Event Center

September 17 — Horse Committee Meeting — 5r. Fair Board Office — 6:30 PM
September 21 — 5ale Committee Meeting — 5r. Fair Board Office — 7 PM
October 12 — Ir. Fair Committee Meeting — 5r. Fair Board Office — 7 PM

Movember 7 — 2027 Ir. Fair market beef & dairy steer tag-in — Steer Barn —2-11 AM ([**ALL 5TEERS MUST BE
PROPERLY CASTRATED AND DEHORNED PRIOR TO TAG-IN**) Born & Raised Form due.

***Dates and times are subject to change. Please ses Mews & Notes, www carrollcountyfairohic.com/jrfair, and/or the Ir. Fair Rule
Book (Blus Book) for any changes.***
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New Protocol For Make-Up Judging

Due to the high influx in the demand for make-up judging last year, we have had to
implement a new make-up judging protocol.

Starting in 2026, if you need to attend make-up judging, you must fill out a Make-Up Judging
Request Form. The form must be turned in no later than June 1, 2026. It may be turned into
the Extension Office before 4:00pm or can be emailed to Katrina at Nitz.11@osu.edu. You
must disclose the reason you need to attend Make-Up Judging. The allowable reasons are
listed on the form and a spot marked “other” is listed as well. If you mark “other”, you must
explain what that reason is. The committee will then review each request form and decide to
accept or deny the request. If the reason is deemed appropriate you will be notified and
schedule your make-up time. If the reason is deemed inappropriate, you will be notified and
you will need to attend regular judging to complete your project, be a member in good
standing, and be eligible to exhibit and sell your project at the Carroll County Fair.

If your Make-Up Judging request is denied, you will be notified via email that is provided on
the request form. If you wish to contest a denial, you will have up to 72 hours from the time of
notification (time the email was sent) to notify the Extension Office, via email. At that time an
in-person meeting will be held with the committee for you to present your case. After you
present your case, the committee will meet and give you a decision before you leave the
meeting. If your contest is granted you will be able to schedule your make-up judging time
before you leave the meeting. If the contest was denied you will be required to attend regular
judging.

If you have a last-minute emergency and cannot make judging, (i.e. sickness) you must
contact your advisor before judging is over. Your advisor will then contact the Extension
Office. If you do not contact your advisor before judging is over, you will NOT have a chance
to schedule a make-up option. If you do contact your advisor before judging is over, the
committee will consider your circumstances and may grant you a make-up judging time.

If there is a chance your sports team MAY be in a tournament on judging day, you need to fill
out a form and turn it in by June 1, 2026. If your team ends up not being in the tournament,
you must withdraw your request and come to judging day.

If you have any questions regarding this new policy, please reach out to Katrina via Email.
Nitz.11@osu.edu.


mailto:Nitz.11@osu.edu

Carroll County 4-H Project
Make-Up Judging Request Form

Member’s Name:

Club: Date:

Projects Needed for Make-Up Judging:

Reason for Needing to Attend Make-Up Judging:

_____ Vacation Dates
_____ Sports Sport Date and Time
_____ Camps Camp Name and Date:

For Office Use Only
Approved ___ Denied

Reason for being denied:

Committee Initials:

Contacted by: Date:

Email date sent: Phone Call: Date and Time:_____




COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL , AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Winning 4-H Plan Request Form

An Accommodation Plan for 4-H Participants with Disabilities

This farm must be compleled by the child’s parentguardian and submitled lo their county 4-H professional, A
4-H professional will contact the parentiguardian o arrange a meeting 1o discuss the reques! in move detail

4-H Pariicipants’s Mame [first & last)

Age (as of 1 /current year) Birth Date / / Years in 4-H
Street Address
City State ZIP

ParentfGuardian Mame (first & last)

Phione Numbeor Emiail

Mame of 4-H Club or Activity

Mame of 4-H Volunteen(s)

4-H Activity or Project(s) Participant is doing this year:

Describe 4-H Participant’s Present Level of Needs and Current Diagnosis:

Accommaodations Being Requested to Help Meat 4-H Participant’s Needs (include any special
procedures the 4-H volunteer(s) or staff would nead o Know):

[Audd additional pages as needed to adequetely provide information requestad on this form.)

| agree to adhere (o he accommodations specilied in this WA4HP. | (paremtiquardian) give permission (o share
inforrmation provided on this form waith Extension stall, 4-H volunteers; and Jr. Fair personnel, volunteers and
Judges. | understand that this infarmation will only be shared and used as necessary O provide assistance o
hedp my child with histher 4-H projectis) and that additional information may be requested.

Farent!zuandan Signaturs Date
Updated 1002002022

ohiodh.or
THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY % g

CFAES provides rnszarch and relaied educatioral
EXTEMSH0 pograms io cientedr on a nondsoiminaory basis. For
maore intormation: o asu.educlsesdivoersly.



Carroll County 4-H Window Decorating Score Sheet

1/7/2026

Appearance Points Available Actual Score
ATTEMTION:
Does the window catch your eye as you walk by? 10
Iz it colarful, pleaszing to the eye, not clutterad? 5
MNeatness? 10
THEME:
Does the theme portray & message to the public in 2 consistent 5
way’?
Does the theme promote 4-H? 15
Does the theme make the public want to join 4-H? 10
ORIGIMNALITY:
Iz the theme and oversll display original in ides and 10
construction?
INFORMATION:
Daoes it hawve the club name? 10
Does it have informiation on how to contact the dub &for 15
Extension office?
Dioes the window capture what the 4-H program is? 10
TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS 100

CLUBE NAME:

WINDOW THEME:

TOP THREE?  ¥ES MO

COMMEMTE:



Team:
2-5 members
Must be active Carroll County 4-Hers

Saturday Feb. 21, 2026
1-3PM
Ashton Event Center



IRON CHEF GUIDELINES

Teams will consist of 2-5 members. Team members must be members of Carroll County
4-H. Team members do NOT need to be from the same club, but they can be. Team
members may be of any 4-H age (8 & in 3ragrade — 18 as of Jan.1) in Carroll County. All
teams will need a team captain (team member) and a team coach (Adult).

Each Team Coach will be required to complete (or have a valid) food safety certification.
Coaches, please contact Katrina to get the information for this certification.

Please keep the secret ingredient (BACON) as your main focus. This does not need to be the
main ingredient, but it should be incorporated into the recipe well.

All desserts must be prepared in advance before the event. Your team will need to bring the
desserts ready to serve. No construction will be done at the event.

Please bring enough servings. We will need 3 servings for the judges and at least 20
servings for the public tasting. Servings do not need to be full size servings; we only need a
good taste.

Electricity is available at the event site, should you need to keep your dessert warm. It is
your responsibility to bring extension cords. If your dessert needs to stay cold, all teams
need to please bring a cooler with you to ensure it is kept cold. All desserts must be kept at
a safe temperature.

At the judging on Feb. 21 the team captain will introduce the team by the team’s name,
share the name of the recipe, and the ingredients. All members will introduce themselves.
All team members will participate in answering any questions the judges may have about
the recipe and / or the experience.

There are no specific clothing requirements for this judging, but you should look nice. Your
appearance should be neat, modest, and appropriate for the event. Jeans (without holes)
and t-shirts are fine if your appearance is appropriate. Some teams may choose to dress
alike and that is fine, but it will not affect the score. If team members are not dressed
appropriately, that will affect the score. We are 4-H and we want to represent ourselves
appropriately.

Display tables, drinks and paper products for serving judges and public will be provided by
4-H Committee.

You will need to bring a tablecloth (if you choose), a place setting (this could be an actual
place setting, or plastic ware - keep in mind appearance is going to matter), serving utensils,
a recipe card that has the ingredients list at the top and the recipe under that. (This may be
double sided.)

Sample of What Place Setting Should Look Like (Including place mat):

Basic Table Setting
bty

Spoch

if)

]
Co

plate J
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